
4. Bank of North America Building  
Formerly located at 7010 Pioneer Avenue

The Bank of North America opened in 1913 in a building 
on the corner that spanned between Pioneer and Cheam 
Avenues. BNA merged with the Bank of Montreal in 1918 and 
it operated there until 1932 when Arthur Green bought it and 
remodeled it into his family home, with a warehouse at the 
back. He operated Green’s Motor Freight there until 1959. In 
1950 the house was moved to property on Evergreen Drive 
and Arthur built a Shell Service Station and 
Garage on the corner property. Arthur 
Green had the Shell Oil distributorship 
until 1972 and operated it from a bulk 
plant at 6868 Cheam Avenue. The 
building still exists today and houses 
the OK Tire Store. 

5. Old Post Office 
Now Len Davidiuk Tax Office | 7020 Pioneer Avenue

The “Old Post Office” was built in 1935 to 
replace a smaller building next door 
which had burned down. This building 
served as the post office until 1967 
when a new building was constructed 
at 7048 Pioneer Avenue, now Kent 
Outdoors. The current post office is 
located at 7227 Pioneer Avenue.

 
6. Bella Vista Hotel 
Pioneer Avenue

Charles Inkman and Rebecca Probert built the hotel in 
1891 to accommodate passengers getting off the train. The 
hotel was connected to the train station by a garden path 
to create a shorter walk for guests. In 1921 
Charles Inkman sold his part of the 
ownership to the Probert family. Jack 
Dyer bought the hotel in 1945, and part 
of it was operated as the S&R (Seeton 
& Rowlett) grocery store, located 
where the C.J. Inkman store had been. 
The hotel was demolished in 1961 and 
now is used as a parking lot.
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1. Canadian Pacific Railway Station 
Now Agassiz-Harrison Museum  
7011 Pioneer Avenue

This CPR Station building is the second station to be built 
in Agassiz. The first station was built when the railway went 
through in 1885; it burned down in 1893. The current building 
was constructed shortly thereafter and functioned as a 
busy train station until the 1970s. In the early 1980s CPR 
started the planning to demolish many of its old stations 
across Canada. The Agassiz-Harrison Historical Society 
became involved to preserve the building to use it as the 
community’s museum. The Society purchased the building 
from the CPR in 1985 for $1.00 with a condition that they 
move it off CPR property. The building was moved onto the 
Pacific Agriculture Research Centre lands (north across the 
train tracks) where it functioned happily 
as the museum until 2003 when it was 
moved back, close to its original site. 
The building now anchors the west 
end of Pioneer Park and attracts many 
visitors throughout the year as the local 
museum and visitor information centre. 
*Cover Image: “May 1986 Opening Ceremony” 

2. IOOF Hall 
6994 Pioneer Avenue

The IOOF (International Order of Odd 
Fellows) hall was built in 1894. The 
ground floor was rented out to various 
businesses until the early 1900s when 
it became Webster’s Store. The Odd 
Fellows members met in the upstairs 
area. This building is one of the oldest 
remaining original buildings in the  
Agassiz townsite. 

3. Burgess Feeds 
Pioneer Avenue across from IOOF HALL

The former Burgess Feeds store on the corner of Cheam 
Avenue and Number 9 Highway was opened in 1949 and 
offered a complete line of feed, seed, and fertilizer. The feed 
store was owned by Len and Fred Burgess and operated 
by Fred Burgess. They had machinery for 
the grinding and mixing of feed and 
facilities were available for farmers to 
have local grain milled. The building 
was demolished in 2003 and is now a 
vacant lot.

Heritage Self-Guided Walking Tour

Photos courtesy of the Agassiz-Harrison Historical Society Museum and Archives

Discover Downtown Agassiz
What started as a small settlement called Ferny Coombe, 
soon became the budding metropolis of the town called 
Agassiz.  With the building of the Canadian Pacific Railway 
line, the core of the town soon developed adjacent to the 
railway tracks.  You can take a stroll down memory lane 
and recall the lives of your ancestors or spark your interest 
in local history by participating in this self-guided historical 
walking tour.

We gratefully acknowledge that this project is 
funded and supported through those listed below:

Funded by the Government of Canada’s  
New Horizons for Seniors Program

Agassiz-Harrison Museum
PO Box 313  –  7011 Pioneer Avenue 

Agassiz, BC V0M 1A0
agassizharrisonmuseum.org 

agassizharrisonmuseum@shawbiz.ca 
604-796-3545 



10. Municipal Hall  |  7170 Cheam Avenue

The District of Kent municipal hall was built in 1952 replacing 
the former tiny municipal hall which was constructed in 1926 
on the same property. The bottom/lower floor of the “new” hall 
housed the police quarters plus a small jail. For many years 
part of the upper floor incorporated the Health 
Unit. The core of the current municipal 
hall contains the original 1952 structure. 
Of interest to note: the first Museum in 
Agassiz, circa 1986, was located in a 
room on the lower floor. Earlier, the first 
Library was located there.

DOWNTOWN AGASSIZ

11. Aga Theatre  |  1858 No. 9 Hwy

This interesting mid-century art deco-style building was built 
in 1947 by Neil Trout at a cost of $20,000. It was a vibrant part 
of the community in the 1950s, as many residents didn’t have 
television. As TV became more prevalent, business slowed 
and the theatre closed in 1958. For several years after, it  
was a secondhand store, then was briefly 
reopened as a theatre in the 1980s. By 
that time, however, video rentals became 
widely used and the theatre closed. It is 
now a private residence.

7. Aberdeen Hotel 
Later the Bank of Montreal building 
7056 Pioneer Avenue

In 1888, the first commercial enterprise in the Agassiz 
townsite was opened. Margaret and Donald McRae  
originally built it as their home, but it quickly became an 
inn and restaurant as they had a contract to supply meals 
to the CPR crews. It was sold in 1906 and 
the name was changed to The Agassiz 
Hotel. There were several owners over 
the years and it ended its days as The 
Travellers Inn. It was demolished in 
1946 and a commercial building was 
erected, housing the Bank of Montreal 
with apartments above. 

8. Rexall Drug Store 
Now Agassiz Dollar Supply Store 
7060 Pioneer Avenue

In 1921, W.A. Jones opened the first drug store in the district.  
Until that time, prescriptions were dispensed by the local 
physician, Dr. McCaffrey. When Mr. Jones died in 1951, the 
store was purchased by Hipwell Drugs and operated by Ken 
McDonald.  Ken purchased it in 1972 and 
it was then known as Ken’s Pharmacy. 
In 1978 when the space became too 
small, the business moved down 
the street to the building that is now 
Shoppers Drug Mart. The original 
drugstore was located in the building 
now occupied by the Dollar Store.

9. Pioneer Motors 
1887 No. 9 Hwy   

Pioneer Motors was originally built by Bill Crab in 1926, 
where the Broken Whisk Café building now stands. 
Gordon and Regina Hardy purchased the business in 1939, 
eventually building a new garage at the current location 
in 1947. They were also agents for Imperial Oil, distributing 
fuel throughout the Kent and Harrison 
Hot Springs areas. Pioneer Motors is 
operated by members of the Hardy 
family to this day.

12. Memorial Hall 
Now The Royal Canadian Legion 
1849 No. 9 Hwy

Originally the Memorial Hall, it was built in 1926 in honour 
of World War I veterans. The Memorial Hall was a multi-
purpose community building and also served as the 
gymnasium for the High School, which 
was located across the street. In 1931, a 
talking picture machine was installed, 
remaining there until the Aga Theatre 
was built in 1947. The building was 
purchased by the Royal Canadian 
Legion in 1948 and continues in that 
capacity to the present day. 

13. Modern Tire 
Now Petro-Canada  |  1756 No. 9 Hwy

Modern Tire was built by Sam Sciotti in 1946 as a gas station, 
tire repair shop, and service garage. A new addition was 
built in 1984 and became Sam’s Place, 
a convenience store. In 1987, Modern 
Tire received the Chevron Award 
for the best small-town garage in 
the province - quite an honour.  The 
Sciotti family owned and operated the 
business until 2009.

14. Cenotaph 
Corner of Vimy and Morrow Roads

In 1929 Council gave a grant of $750 to 
build a Cenotaph in front of the Memorial 
Hall building and it was dedicated to 
the war dead. The Cenotaph was later 
relocated to Vimy Park at the corner of 
Morrow and Vimy Roads.

15. Chinese Area 
Pioneer Avenue East where  
Allenby’s Farm Store is now located

Mr. Chong Fong came to Agassiz in 1894 and built a large 
store, with living quarters above it, on property on East 
Pioneer Avenue. He and his family cultivated a large 
vegetable garden. Mr. Fong was a labour agent for Canadian 
Pacific Railway. Many of the Chinese railway workers lived 
in the quarters above the Fong’s store. The story goes that 
there were sometimes up to 100 men living 
there. In time other Chinese families 
came to the area and worked for the 
large hopyard industry. The entire area 
from Heath Road on East Pioneer was 
known as Chinatown and eventually 
included other stores, a laundry, a shoe 
repairman and small houses.

Illustration by: Jenia Siemens
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