4. Dr. Maud Menten, 1879-1960

William and Emma Menten arrived in Harrison Mills from
Ontario in 1889 with their two children, Maud and Robert.
William captained a number of river boats on Harrison
River and Harrison Lake over the years, including the
Minto. His wife, Emma, took charge of their store and
hotel on Lot 10A and home-schooled Robert and Maud
in the early years. When a school opened on Fairfield
Island in Chilliwack, the children travelled there first

by canoe with a Native guide, then by paddlewheeler.
Maud proved to be an excellent student then teacher,
managing to attend university and medical school at the
University of Toronto, earning her MD in 1911. She went
on to earn a PhD through the University of Chicago in
1916 and travelled to Germany doing medical research
in biochemistry. She co-produced an important paper on
enzyme behavior, which has remained .

valid research. She spent most of her
career working at a university in the
United States, returning to BC at age |
70 to do cancer research at the BC
Medical Research Institute. Maud
died in 1960 at the age of 81.

5. Harrison Mills School

Corner of Kilby and School Roads

The first school in this area was the Harrison River Rural
School, built in 1901 on the present Kilby Historic Site.

It was replaced by the Harrison River school in 1912
which was located at the intersection of
School and Kilby Roads. The women
in the community were instrumental
in getting these schools built and
operating, including taking part

in the actual construction. The
Harrison River school closed in 1974
and the students were then bussed to
Agassiz schools.

6. Rat Portage Sawmill
South of Kilby Site, on the south side of the railway tracks

The first sawmill was built by Henry Cooper in 1870

and later operated by the Pretty, Martin and Trethewey
families. There was a vast supply of timber, mostly cedar,
in the Harrison and Chehalis valleys. In 1903, the Rat
Portage Company purchased the old Trethewey Mill and
turned the surrounding area into a real
company town. All of the Trethewey
Mill buildings were destroyed by fire /£
in that same year. A new “showpiece” |
mill replaced the original in 1906.
Today, very little remains of the old
mills other than a few rotted pilings
along the Harrison riverbank.

Discover Harrison Mills

First Nations people settled here centuries ago, followed
by Euro-Canadians in the form of trappers, traders, gold
rush miners passing through, farmers, and loggers. Time,
natural disasters, and the economy have erased most of

the evidence of their early settlement here. The fertile soil,

water supply, and moderate climate made the Harrison
and Fraser valleys ideal for farming starting with settlers
in the late 1870s such as James and John Duncan, Levi
Cartier, and the Kennedy family.
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1. Kilby Historic Site

215 Kilby Road

In 1906, Thomas and Eliza Kilby, originally from the UK,
purchased land near the mouth of the Harrison River.
They built and operated a lively general store and hotel
to accommodate the growing population of mill residents
and rail travellers. This site also served as the local post
office and Thomas was the postmaster. A farmer at heart,
in 1912 he purchased additional land to develop a farm
adjacent to the hotel and store. They named their farm
Waterloo Dairy Farm, after the Ontario town they lived in
upon their initial arrival from England. They also planted
an orchard on the grounds where the playground now
sits. Many of the apple trees still bear fruit
today. Their son, Acton Kilby, and his
wife Jessie took over in the 1920s and ==
in the 1960s they changed the site g
into a museum. In 1972 the provincial
government acquired Kilby's store,
hotel, and farm and designated it a
provincial heritage site which currently
welcomes thousands of guests each year.

2. First Nations Band

The Scowlitz (Sgewlets) band is a sub-group of the
Sto:lo Coast Salish people who have lived on the lands of
the Harrison River and Harrison Bay areas for centuries.
Scowlitz means “People of the Sturgeon”. In 1933 both
SFU and UBC archaeologists excavated the Scowlitz
(QithylD sites and discovered ancient burial mounds
possibly eight to ten centuries old. They
discovered artifacts near an old village
site on what is now referred to as
Indian Reserve #2, and in other
locations along the Harrison River.
These areas are not open to the
public as they are considered very
sacred ground.

3. Galbraith Hotel and Store

Just north of the approach to the railway bridge

Laurie Galbraith, an adventuresome woman, emigrated
on her own from England and travelled across Canada in
the 1890s. She arrived in Agassiz where she met

and married David Galbraith and around

1896 they came to the Harrison Mills
settlement. They managed a store
and hotel owned by Canadian Pacific
Rail. The property was sold to the
Tretheweys in 1903, becoming the
company store and boarding house
for Trethewey employees.




7. Townsite and Row Housing
Beside and past Kilby Historic Site towards the campground

The area now known as Harrison Mills was originally
named Carnarvon after the Earl of Carnarvon who

was an undersecretary to the colonies appointed by
Governor Douglas in 1859. The new settlement was at
the site of the Scowlitz First Nations village. Although
officially named Carnarvon, the name was not used by
the locals. Instead the names Harrisonmouth, Harrison
Forks, Scowlitz or Harrison River were more commonly
used for the area. From 1861 to 1867, Carnarvon was an
important trading centre for miners heading into the
interior of British Columbia's goldfields. In 1903, the Rat
Portage Company turned the surrounding area into

a real company town. Row housing,
schools, churches, hotels and stores
were built to accommodate the
growing population. In May 1910

the name became Harrison Mills.
Flooding and fires, common in the
day, destroyed many of the buildings
in Harrison Mills and very little of the
original town remains today.

8. Ferry and Rail Service to and
from Harrison Mills

The Canadian Pacific Railway ran through the Harrison
Mills area in 1885. The original station was named
Cheam Station. Ferry service from Harrison Mills across
the Fraser River to Minto Landing in the Chilliwack area
commenced in 1887. This replaced canoe transportation
and provided access to the rail line in
Harrison Mills for trade and travel
purposes. The Minto was one of the
early ferries. When the commercial
area moved west, a new station
was completed in 1898 and was -
called Harrison Mills Station. % o

9. Canadian Pacific Railway Bridge

The CPR had built a bridge across the bend of the
Harrison River as part of the rail line. It was tended first

by Frank Kennedy from 1911 to 1919, then by Malcolm
Matheson until 1955. During the First World War, the
railroad bridges were guarded by army soldiers to ensure
a protected rail system from enemy sabotage.
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First They Arrive and Then They Depart

The First Nations people had been in the Harrison Mills area for
millennia. During the Cariboo Gold Rush people who tired of the hard
miners life started to pre-empt land around Harrison River to grow
hay. Lumbermen arrived to access the great forests of the Chehalis
watershed. The CPR mainline came through heralding a boom time.
Settlers came, sawmills were set up, stores, churches, schools, and
hotels opened. The Fraser River presented the perpetual problem of
high water and flooding from the springtime freshet, therefore row
houses were built with high wooden boardwalks to connect residents
to their neighbours and to area businesses. Over the years fire burned
down some of the sawmills, the lumber market diminished, and
workers and their families left the town. The town of Harrison Mills
returned to the pastoral quietness of a ghost town.
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Illustration by: Jenia Siemens

“Of all the buildings in the new mill town, the Kilby store and
hotel is the only one to have survived the passage of time.”

—Daphne Sleigh “The People of the Harrison”

10. Harrison River Highway Bridge

In 1926, a swing span bridge across the Harrison River
was built as part of the Lougheed Highway (Hwy. No. 7)
to accommodate travel by road. The bridge required a
tender to open and close the span for river traffic. The
tender's job description included opening and closing
the bridge span for river traffic by pushing a capstan

at any hour of the day or night and lighting the bridge
lamps each night. Bridge tenders, including the first
tender, Frank Kennedy, were employed
from 1926 to 1973. In the 1930s a
blind bridge tender named James
Wilkinson took over the job. When
he passed away his son, Arthur
Wilkinson, continued in the job until
1973 when a new highway bridge over
the Harrison River was built.

11. Fraser River Dykes

After extensive flooding of the Fraser River in 1921, two
competing petitions were circulated among the residents
of Harrison Mills, one by Thomas Kilby and the other

by James Duncan, to construct a dyke along the river

to prevent flooding in the future. They were submitted

to the District of Kent but nothing came of these two
petitions. By 1924-25, local farmers took action and
proceeded to build their own dyke in the affected areas.
This dyke proved adequate until the
1948 flood, when the swollen Fraser
River overran it. Construction of a
new, improved dyke began in August |
1949 and, with a few repairs and \
improvements over the years, stands
to this day. In addition to its original
purpose, the dyke is a popular walking
and cycling trail.

12. Harrison Mills Community Hall
1995 School Road

The community hall was built in 1940 on School Road
on land donated in 1940 by local farmer Alex Kennedly.
The hall was the brainchild of the Friendship Club and
was built by local builder, Ted Hayes, with the help of
residents. Officially opened in July 1943,
it has been used for many social and
informational events over the years.
It is owned and managed by the
Harrison Mills Community Club.
Currently the building also houses
the local Post Office.




