
4. St. Alice Hotel 
100 Esplanade Avenue

In 1873 Joseph Charles Armstrong pre-empted forty acres 
of land at the southern end of Harrison Lake. This land 
included the hot springs called St. Alice’s Well.  In 1886 
Armstrong began building the St. Alice Hotel, the first hotel 
on the property. The hotel was a three-storey wood frame 
construction with a bathhouse annex built 
closer to the hot springs. The hotel could 
accommodate 130 guests and featured 
bedrooms, parlours, dining rooms, 
billiard rooms and offices. Sadly the St. 
Alice Hotel burned to the ground on a 
Sunday morning in July of 1920.

5. Harrison Hot Springs Resort & Spa 
100 Esplanade Avenue

In 1926 the ‘new’ Harrison Hot Springs Hotel was opened on 
the site of the St. Alice Hotel, which was destroyed by fire in 
1920. The central section of the present-day hotel is original 
to 1926. Over the past 100 years, the hotel has undergone 
three major renovations and many ownerships and name 
changes. Miss Marguerite de Gusseme, a renowned and 
much respected character, became the manager of the 
hotel in 1926 and stayed in this role until her death in 1946. 
In 1951 the Copper Room, with its unique glass dance floor, 
was developed and offered fine dining 
and dancing in a traditional setting. 
The Copper Room featured copper 
designs, copper tables and even a 
copper grand piano, which stands in 
the main lobby today.

6. St. Alice’s Well  
known as The Hot Springs 
Located along Miami Bridges trail past the hotel

Since time immemorial, First Nations people have lived 
near the hot springs around Harrison Lake.  In March of 
1859 at the request of Governor Douglas, Judge Matthew 
Begbie and his clerk, Arthur Bushby, made one of the first 
assize circuit trips to the interior of BC. During a stop at a 
hot springs at Skookumchuk they heard of another hot 
springs at the south end of Harrison Lake; they named it 
St. Alice’s Well to compliment Governor Douglas’ young 
daughter. Joseph Armstrong received a Crown Grant for the 
property in 1880. The hot springs were originally covered 
by the waters of Harrison Lake.   The task of harnessing and 
separating the hot springs from the lake water was regarded 
as next to impossible.  Armstrong had some preliminary 
work done in 1884 to enclose the mineral hot springs with a 
stone wall and this was finally completed in 1885. Soon after 
there was a large two-storey bathhouse constructed over 
the hot springs, with guest rooms on the second floor to 
accommodate invalids who could not walk from the hotel. 
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1. Village of Harrison Hot Springs  
Office Building 
495 Hot Springs Road

Probably the oldest building in the village, it was originally 
built by Ewen Cluny MacPherson in 1890 as a summer 
cottage for him and his wife, Jane (nee Agassiz). It became 
their permanent home about 1895 and they farmed the 
land, selling milk and eggs to the St. Alice Hotel.  Situated 
on the north bank of Miami Creek on Hot Springs Road, 
the property was sold to the Lamonts in the 1930s. When 
Gene Chanasyk bought the property in 1979 to build The 
Old Settler restaurant, the house had to be removed, 
so he donated it to the village. The house was moved in 
the summer of 1979 to its present site.  
Following completion of remodeling in 
the spring of 1983, the Old MacPherson 
House became the office of the Village 
of Harrison Hot Springs.  On October 
16, 1979, Council designated it as a 
municipal heritage building.

2. Tourism Info Centre 
499 Hot Springs Road

In 1933, Anderson & Sons built several bunkhouses for the 
Green Point logging camp.  In 1938, Marguerite de Gusseme, 
manager of the Harrison Hotel, bought them and had them 
brought to the lakeshore for use as overflow for Hotel 
visitors.  Later they were used as a relief camp for workers 
building the seawall along the lakeshore, and when the 
Hotel was an army convalescent centre, the bunkhouses 
were used as a school room and community meeting place.  
After WWII, the Hotel was redecorated and one bunkhouse 
was used for an employee residence.  In 1950, the Village 
purchased the lot at 499 Hot Springs Road 
from the Hotel and the Hotel donated 
the bunkhouse to the Village and 
moved it to that property.  The building 
was used as the Village office until 
1983 when the Old MacPherson House 
was completed.

3. Harrison Hot Springs School 
501 Hot Springs Road

The first school in Harrison Hot Springs was built in 1899 
and was on the east side of Hot Springs Road about 1.5 km 
from Harrison Lake. Later another school was located near 
the Harrison Hot Springs Hotel in a donated small building. 
By 1949 the need for a new modern school 
was very apparent. The Hotel donated 
land adjacent to the village office for 
the construction of the new school. 
Another room was added onto the 
school in 1951 and later additions 
included a gymnasium. 

Heritage Self-Guided Walking Tour
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Discover Harrison Hot Springs
For thousands of years the area was known by the First 
Nations as an empty expanse of cranberry marshes and 
steaming hot springs. Their culture was aware of the 
beneficial effects of the hot mineral waters.  Fort Langley  
fur traders, gold miners, explorers and eventually land  
pre-emptors heard of the springs.

A report to BC’s Governor Douglas in 1859 was the earliest 
recorded reference to the hot springs at Harrison. The 
report stated that there was a “very curious hot wells” 
subsequently named St. Alice’s Well.

Over the years a village grew up around the hotel with its 
healing waters of the hot springs. The Village of Harrison 
Hot Springs is now renowned around the world for its 
beautiful setting and its healing spring waters.

Agassiz-Harrison Museum
PO Box 313  –  7011 Pioneer Avenue 

Agassiz, BC V0M 1A0
agassizharrisonmuseum.org 

agassizharrisonmuseum@shawbiz.ca 
604-796-3545 



11. Ranger Station Art Gallery 
98 Rockwell Drive

From 1951 to 1983 the building served as the Harrison Hot 
Springs Forestry Ranger Station. The building features a 
gambrel roof common to all forest ranger stations of the 
day. It replaced a forestry floathouse, which was said to have 
been located at this part of the lakeshore since 1939. Before 
this, the forest ranger lived and worked in a small lodge 
building constructed in 1925. As a ranger station, it became 
obsolete in the early 1980s when the Harrison forestry 
district was serviced from the district office in Rosedale BC.  
The ranger station became the home of 
the Kent-Harrison Arts Council and the 
Harrison Festival Society. The name 
became the Ranger Station Art Gallery. 
It hosts monthly public exhibitions 
and the second floor serves as studio 
and home to The Arts Council’s Annual 
Artist-In-Residence. 

12. Raake Marine  
Later known as RivTow Straits Ltd.  
102 Rockwell Drive

Frank Burns started the Harrison Lake Transport Company 
in 1920 to service the transport and recreational needs of 
the logging and mining camps on Harrison Lake. Paul Raake 
purchased the business in the 1940s. In 1946 he had a  
70 x 90 foot two-storey floathouse built, believed to be  
the largest on the continent at that time. The building 
contained offices, a kitchen, sleeping quarters, a repair shop, 
a dining room, and boat slips. River Towing 
(later named RivTow) purchased Raake 
Marine Boating Services in 1954. The 
floathouse was pulled ashore on the 
east side of the lake and positioned 
on a concrete foundation during high 
water in 1967 – it is located just north of 
the village boundary. 

10. Harrison Memorial Hall 
290 Esplanade Avenue

The Harrison Community Association began to lay the 
groundwork for the Harrison Memorial Hall in 1944 when 
it acquired a lot on the corner of Esplanade Avenue 
and Maple Road. Subsequent developments led to its 
construction and opening in 1951 and painting in 1954. 
The hall was named the Memorial Hall in memory of the 
Harrison Hot Springs war dead. Community members 
volunteered the materials and labour to construct the 
community centre. The operation of the facility  was taken 
over by the Village in 1959 and the Village purchased it 
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in 1960. Today the Memorial Hall boasts a 
complete kitchen, gathering area, and 
stage. It is regularly used for community 
theatre, musical entertainment, dances, 
sporting, and other events.

7. Deer Lodge Hotel 
Esplanade Avenue

The two-storey Deer Lodge Hotel was built in 1923. It 
featured a dining room with nine units above with private 
bathrooms. It was originally located on the lakefront at the 
west end of Esplanade Avenue adjacent to the Harrison  
Hot Springs Hotel property. In the 1970s 
the property was sold and the lodge 
was moved to the east end of the 
street. The lodge and the restaurant, 
which sat 100 people, remained in 
operation for over 60 years.  It was 
demolished in the 1980’s.

8. Inkman’s Store  
Currently named Harrison Lake Market 
196 Esplanade Avenue 

Charles Inkman built the store in 1894 on the corner of 
Esplanade Avenue and Hot Springs Road. Originally the 
store was named Inkman’s Store but later was known as 
Harrison Lake Supply Store. The business was in the Inkman 
family continuously for over one hundred years serving the 
local community as well as the surrounding area. In the early 
days of its history the store had customers who were mining 
companies from around Harrison Lake. From the 1920s 
to the mid 1960s there were over thirty 
large logging camps situated around 
the lake who all ordered supplies 
through Inkman’s store.  It was said that 
anything from a packet of needles to 
a steam donkey could be purchased 
through Inkman’s Store.

9. Glencoe Lodge  
Currently known as Glencoe Motel and RV Park 
259 Hot Springs Road

Around 1892 Dr. A. Farwell purchased a piece of property 
where he built a home on the corner of Hot Springs Road 
and Lillooet Road. When Dr. Farwell retired, Dr. Charles 
A. Elliot took over his practice. He built a large house and 
began receiving patients who needed supervised medical 
care, mainly clients of the Harrison Hotel.  Accident cases 
also came to the Elliot Hospital and many babies were born 
there. Dr. Elliot died at an early age; his younger brother 
Robert took over the practice until the 1920s when a female 
relative, Mrs. Ethel Gidney who was a nurse, turned the 
hospital into a nursing home. Future owners changed the 
nursing home into a lodge and renamed 
it Glencoe Lodge. In the 1960s the 
building was aging so descendents of 
the owners decided to improve the 
accommodations by building a new 
motel on the site. The historic building 
was taken down in 1964. 
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